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instruction in this world. Plethon overstepped even the
liberty admitted in Salonica and urged a return to classical
paganism. Here Hellenic feeling is so strong that the term
'Hellenes'^ need no longer be used as synonymous with
'pagans': it can revert to its older sense: the Byzantine
monarch is not 'Emperor of the Romans', he becomes the
'Emperor of the Greeks'. A correspondence was maintained
between the scholars of Constantinople and those of Salonica;
writers exchanged their works and visited each other. There
was much interest in education; parents were urged to send
their children to school—they should postpone the teaching
of a trade until adolescence. Higher education was in the
hands both of lay teachers and of the clergy. In the city
budget salaries were included for professors of medicine,
mathematics, and rhetoric, while professors of philosophy
and of law, since they 'despised money', received no salary.1
In the Byzantine Empire three types of educational
institution must be distinguished: the secular university in
Constantinople, the Patriarchal School, also in the capital,
and the schools attached to the monasteries, (i) To these
monastic schools St. Basil was prepared to admit the children
of laymen—the children belonging to the world outside the
walls of the monastery. But this practice was forbidden by a
canon of the Council of Chalcedon which was later reaffirmed
and was consistently observed. The monastic schools were
confined to those who in early years had been dedicated by
their parents to the life of the monk. Here there is a striking
difference from the monastic schools of western Europe, which
were freely attended by children who were not being trained
for monastic asceticism. In the Eastern Empire it was only
in the thirteenth century that the traditional rule was violated,
when Planudes trained students for a public career in the
civil service, the army, or in medicine. The teaching in the
monastic schools was narrowly confined in its range: thus of
the school of Mosellus or Mosele in the tenth century we are
told that instruction was limited to the scriptures* The
monastic libraries were composed in the main of the works
of the Fathers of the Church: there was little opportunity for
1 See an interesting chapter on the scientific, literary, and artistic movement in
O. Tafrali, Thessaknique au quaiorxtime siccle (Paris, Geuthner, 1913), pp- 149-^9.

